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The mid 1800's is a time of great change for James McGrother and his family. Friendship and

loyalty draw the Irish fisherman into a world he would rather stay away from. Choices must be made

that could bring the wrath of an old enemy upon James's head. How many fresh starts should a

person have to make in their lifetime? Why is it that just when you think your boat has reached the

shore, the tide turns and sweeps you back out to a stormy sea? As these questions torment James

McGrother, two members of his young family must deal with distressing events that will change their

lives forever.
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Continuing Mary and James McGrother's story of life in a troubled Ireland readers find themselves

saying hello to new characters while saying a farewell to others. I found this book as hard to put

down as I found the first two in the saga. It amazes me how I can be transported to another time

and place by a talented author. The characters in these books became real to me. I felt as though I

was actually sharing the joys and sorrows of "friends" rather than fictional characters. I thank Ms



Reinhardt for educating me as well as touching my heart with her words.

Reading this book was like welcoming old friends into my home for a long overdue visit. This is true

because I truly enjoyed book 1 and book 2. The characters are so real I found them becoming

"friends". If you are looking for something really great to read, read this family saga that takes place

in mid eighteen hundreds Ireland. You will be glad you did, believe me. Then you like myself with be

anxiously awaiting Book 4. Could we convince the author to do more than Four.

An Irish Family Saga Book 3 - Tom and Patrick Gallagher were young boys living with their father,

Thomas Gallagher, originally from Blackrock, Ireland. The two young boys got into a brawl. Patrick

was severely injured; their father, Thomas put them on a steamship for Blackrock and instructed

them to find Maggie's house to receive help. James' sister, Maggie nursed Patrick until he was

healed and healthy again.The saga of James and Mary McGrother continues with their relatives and

children in Ireland. The children are grown and are paving a path for their own lives.The author has

pulled all the books together making a great historical entertaining novel for her readers. I was so

excited and so involved in reading I didn't take the time to write reviews after every book. Now I am

playing catch up writing reviews. WOW! What a great history lesson. I absolutely loved every book, I

didn't want them to end.

The story that started in Book 1 and 2 continues to tell about this Irish family who I now feel are

friends. The author continues to share the family's story with knowledge of enough historical facts of

the time to keep it interesting. I am anxious to begin the 4th and final book to see what happens

next to these characters.

Another historical novel about the Irish experience during a difficult time in their history. The

characters and their knowledge of what is going on seemed realistic. I found so many of the names

being the same was confusing as I am sure the people of that time did. Aww tradition.

I'm continuing to read this series. I do enjoy reading what I presume are historical facts when it

relates to the hunger and the inability to find work during this era. I am disappointed the characters

aren't more developed. Hopefully others will enjoy this series.

This is the third book in a series, and I am enjoying it as much as the first two books. I have found



author Jean Reinhardt's writing engaging and very enjoyable. I have not only bought all three of the

books in this, the "A Pocket Full of Shells" series, but all of the books in her "Looking For.." series.

Wonderful- I am so glad I found her writings!

I enjoyed the series partly because my great great grandparents came to the USA from Ireland at

the time the stories begin. Although the book is fiction I kept imagining more about their life and

family in Ireland during this difficult period. I don't consider these great literature, but very enjoyable

and easy to read.
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